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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 2179 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: THE GOVERNMENT CRISIS: MORO EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE 
SUCCESS OF HIS EFFORTS TONIGHT OR TOMORROW 

REF: ROME 2100 

SUMMARY: A PUSH BY PRESIDENT LEONE YESTERDAY EVENING 
(FEBRUARY 8, AND OPENLY EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR THE MONOCOLORE 
BY DC SECRETARY ZACCAGNINI APPEAR TO HAVE CIRCUMVENTED 
RESISTANCE WITHIN THE DC TO THE FORMATION OF AN ALL-DC 
GOVERNMENT. MORO WIDELY EXPECTED TO INFORM PRESIDENT LEONE 
OFFICIALLY THIS EVENING OR TOMMOROW THAT HIS EFFORTS HAVE 
SUCCEEDED. HOWEVER, DC PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS ARE MEETING TODAY 
TO CONSIDER MATTER, AND ANOTHER SURPRISE TURN OF EVENTS, 

WHILE UNLIKELY, CANNOT BE EXCLUDED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MORO'S MEETINGS SATURDAY WITH PSI AND PRI TO SEEK MORE 
BINDING SUPPORT FROM THESE PARTIES AS INSTRUCTED BY DC 
DIRECTORATE MET WITH LITTLE SUCCESS. SOCIALISTS, WITH 
SOME THINLY VEILED SATISFACTION OVER DC'S DISCOMFITURE, 
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THEY PROMISED PSI'S "MAXIMUM GOOD WILL" IN CONSIDERING 
"NECESSARY AND URGENT ECONOMIC MEASURES." THERE WAS, 

HOWEVER, NO CHANGE IN PSI S SUBSTANTIVE POSITION WHICH 
PROMISES ABSTENTION ON THE FORMATION OF THE GOVERNMENT, 

BUT RESERVES RIGHT TO DECIDE POSITION ON EACH MEASURE OF 
PROGRAM AS IT IS FINALLY FORMULATED AND PRESENTED. 

REPUBLICANS MADE NO EFFORT TO MAKE THINGS EASIER FOR DC. 

THEY STOOD FIRM ON PREVSIOUS POSITION OF ABSTENTION AND 
ISSUE-BY-ISSUE CONSIDERATION OF PROGRAM. MOREOVER, THEY USED 
OCCASION TO EXPRESS AGAIN THEIR UNHAPPINESS WITH PROVI- 
CIONS OF THE PROGRAM WHICH MAKE OBVIOUS CONCESSIONS TO 
PSI VIEWS. MEETING WITH PRI WAS, IF ANYTHING, COUNTER- 
PRODUCTIVE. 

3. SUNDAY, MORO APPARENTLY HAD A TROUBLED MEETING WITH 
HIS PARTY'S DELEGATION AND HIMSELF ASKED TO SEE PRESIDENT 
LEONE. RESULT WAS A PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT 
CLEARLY FAVORING MORO'S EFFORTS. MEANWHILE, SECRETARY 
ZACCAGNINI, IN A SPEECH TO DC YOUTH MEETING REPORTED AT 
LENGTH ON NATIONAL TV, ANNOUNCED THAT THE DC WILL "INCUR 
THE RISK OF ISOLATION" AND "ASSUME ITS RESPONSIBILITY 
BEFORE THE NATION." (ZACCAGNINI WAS DURING HIS 
APPEARANCE ENTHUSIASTICALLY APPLAUDED, AND, IN A 
REFERENCE TO "CERTAIN EXCESSIVE POLEMICS" WITHIN DC, 

CRITICIZED ANDREOTTI WITHOUT NAMING HIM.) ONLY EVENTS 
TODAY WHICH COULD REKINDEL ACTIVE OPPOSTION TO A 
MONOCOLORE ARE MORO'S MEETINGS THIS EVENING WITH DC PARLIA- 
MENTARY GROUPS. THOUGH LEADERSHIP, AND PROBABLY MAJORITIES, 

IN BOTH GROUPS UNHAPPY WITH MONOCOLORE, NEITHER GROUP WILL 
PUT MATTER TO A VOTE AND SEEM RESIGNED TO ACCEPT MORO'S DECISION 
TO PRESS AHEAD. 

3. PRIOR TO PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS, MORO WILL EXPLAIN PROGRAM 
TO UNIONS. UNIONS HAVE ALREADY DECLARED THEY WILL EXPRESS 

NO REACTIONS UNTIL FOLLOWING DAY, PRESUMABLY AFTER MORO ANNOUNCES 
SUCCESS IN FORMING GOVERNMENT. 

4. COMMENT: MAJOR DETERMINANTS OF DC S APPARENT 
RESIGNATION TO FORM A GOVERNMENT IT DOESN'T LIKE ARE: 

(1) CURRENCY CRISIS WHICH DRAMATIZED ECONOMIC SITUATION 
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AND CREATED OVERWHELMING PRESSURE FOR A NEW GOVERNMENT; 

(2) ABSENCE OF ANY VIABLE ALTERNATIVE BUT EARLY ELEC- 
TIONS WHICH, AFTER LIRA DE FACTO DEVLAUATION, WOULD PUT DC 
IN BAD LIGHT; AND (3) ABLE MANEUVERING ON THE PART OF THE 
MORO-ZACCAGNINI FORCES. SUCCESS OF LATTER IN CIRCUMVENTING 
RESISTANCE WITHIN PARTY GIVES THEM A CLEAR TACTICAL VICTORY 
IN THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR CONTROL OF THE PARTY 

WHICH WILL BE DECIDED AT THE CONGRESS.VOLPE 
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